Jr. High English/Language Arts
Mrs. Gould

SCHOOL #:  935-1121

E-MAIL – ngould@ansleyps.org
Course Objectives & Outcomes:

1. Word Study:

a. The students will understand the meanings of 25 pre-selected prefixes, 42 Latin/Greek roots, and 28 suffixes over two years. The students will use the selected affixes and roots to create meaning from familiar and new words.

b. The students will be able to use a chosen set of vocabulary in oral and written communication and to understand text.

c. The students will analyze words (synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meanings, analogies) to determine meaning.

2. Grammar:

a. The students will recognize and compose writing with the correct capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and paragraph indentation.

b. The students will recognize and compose writing using all parts of speech.

c. The students will identify and compose a variety of sentence structures.

3. Writing:

a. The students will write to describe, persuade, inform, respond to literature, text dependent analysis and engage readers in a personal narrative for different audiences and purposes.

b. The students will develop research skills to find information for specific compositions and develop bibliographies.

c. The students will produce a written plan for the body of a written piece, and include main ideas and details for support.

d. The students will develop compositions that include evidence of ideas, sentence fluency, organization, voice, word choice, and conventions.

e. The students will analyze and construct thesis statements and introductory paragraphs for a piece of writing.

f. The students will analyze and construct conclusion paragraphs for a piece of writing.  

g. The students will revise and edit to improve ideas, sentence fluency, organization, voice, word choice, and conventions.

h. The students will demonstrate the ability to use self generated questions, note taking, summarizing, and outlining while learning.

i. Examine, Interpret, and develop figurative language in multiple styles of writing.

4. Speaking and Listening:

a. The students will identify information gained and complete tasks through listening.

b. The students will participate in group discussions by asking questions, contributing knowledge, making personal connections, and presenting ideas relevant to the topic.

c. The students will practice rules for group discussion.

d. The students will produce group presentations for specific audiences and purposes.

e. The students will produce an informative and/or persuasive presentation for a specific audience and purpose.

Required Text and Materials:

An English notebook will be required & kept in good order by each student.  It will contain the student’s current work (essays), word study, grammar/ language handbook, affixes and roots to be learned, and writing tips for essays.

Elements of Language Level 7/8
Instructional Methods:
The students will be engaged in small group activities and discussions, teacher presentation and whole class discussion, journaling, individual research, paired research, teacher directed research, group presentation, peer review writing conferences and teacher/student review writing conferences.  Technology will be infused into all phases of writing essays, journaling, and research using Gmail, Google documents, and the internet.
Grading/Evaluation:

This class is based on a point system and students are required to keep a score sheet in order for students and parents to keep current with the student’s grade.  Essays are 50% of student’s grades and should be given full effort and abilities.  Word Study and Day Books are also worth many points and have the ability to raise or lower a grade quickly; therefore, they should be taken seriously as well. Total points “possible” is then divided by points “earned” to average the final grade.

Daily Practice = 5 – 50 points, depending on assignment

Word Study Test = 100 points

Journals = 10-20 points each grading session

Essays = 200 points

Quizzes =  up to 100 points  

Important Policies:
Students are encouraged to conduct themselves with all honesty and integrity while using school technology. The rules of the classroom should also be carried out to the best of the student’s ability.  The students will be allowed one warning for unacceptable behavior.  If the behavior persists, detention will be enforced. The third option is a referral to the principal’s office.  Assignments are expected on the due date. Chronic “lateness of assignments” will not be tolerated and parents will receive a notice or phone call to discuss the issue. Excused absences will be allowed to make up the homework in accordance to the school handbook.  

Signature Page

Parents and students, 


Please read over the syllabus and discuss what areas will be important to remember.  Both parties should sign on the lines below.  This is an assignment worth 10 points and is due by Friday, August 16, 2019.






Thank you!

STUDENT
I, __________________________________________, have read and understand the syllabus.

PARENT
I, ___________________________________________, have read and understand the syllabus.
