Jr. High Reading

Mrs. Gould

SCHOOL #:  935-1121

E-MAIL ngould.ansley@gmail.com
Course Objectives & Outcomes:

The purpose of the Junior High Reading class is to model good reading and reading skills, teach reading strategies, introduce students to different kinds of reading and select appropriate reading strategies, and to develop further vocabulary and word study strategies.  The majority of the class will be spent on Reading Instruction; however, there will be occasional writing, speaking, and listening activities take place since reading and writing complement each other and cannot be separated.  
1. Reading:
a. The students will apply elements of prosodic reading to a group of related texts and explore their potential for performance.
b. Adjusts oral or silent reading pace based on purpose, text difficulty, form, and style.
c. Recognize and represent writer’s tone and style while reading individually or in groups.
d. The students will analyze the meaning, reliability, and validity of the text considering author’s purpose and perspective.
e. The students will identify and analyze elements of narrative text.
f. The students will analyze author’s use of literary devices.
g. The students will summarize, analyze and synthesize informational text using main idea and supporting details
h. The students will apply knowledge of organizational patterns found in information text.
i. The students will apply knowledge of text features to locate information and gain meaning from a text.
j. The student will identify and analyze elements of poetry
2. Word Study:

a. The students will be able to use a chosen set of vocabulary in oral and written communication and to understand text.

b. The students will relate new grade-level vocabulary to prior knowledge and use in new situations.

c. The students will select and apply knowledge of context clues and text features appropriate to a particular text to determine meaning of unknown words.

d. The students will analyze semantic relationships (e.g. figurative language, connotations, and subtle distinctions)

e. The students will determine meaning using print and digital reference materials.
3. Writing:

a. The students will write to describe, persuade, inform, respond to literature, text dependent analysis and engage readers in a personal narrative for different audiences and purposes.

b. The students will develop research skills to find information for specific compositions and develop bibliographies.

c. The students will produce a written plan for the body of a written piece, and include main ideas and details for support.

d. The students will develop compositions that include evidence of ideas, sentence fluency, organization, voice, word choice, and conventions.

e. The students will analyze and construct thesis statements and introductory paragraphs for a piece of writing.

f. The students will analyze and construct conclusion paragraphs for a piece of writing.  

g. The students will revise and edit to improve ideas, sentence fluency, organization, voice, word choice, and conventions.

h. The students will demonstrate the ability to use self generated questions, note taking, summarizing, and outlining while learning.

4. Speaking and Listening:

a. The students will identify information gained and complete tasks through listening.

b. The students will participate in group discussions by asking questions, contributing knowledge, making personal connections, and presenting ideas relevant to the topic.

c. The students will practice rules for group discussion.

d. The students will produce group presentations for specific audiences and purposes.
Instructional Methods:
The students will be engaged in small group activities and discussions, teacher presentation and whole class discussion, journaling, paired research, teacher directed research, group presentation, peer review writing conferences and teacher/student review writing conferences.  Technology will be infused into all phases of writing, journaling, and research projects. Students will use  Word, Power Point, Pages, Keynotes, internet and other programs already found on their computers.

Grading/Evaluation:

This class is based on a point system. Total points “possible” is divided by points “earned” to average the final grade.  Students and parents may keep current on grades by checking Power School.  Assignments and grades should be taken seriously. 

Journals = 10-20 points

Paragraphs= 50 points
Essays = 200 points

Daily Assignments =  up to100 points

Quizzes = vary, but not over 100 points 

Important Policies:
Students are encouraged to conduct themselves with all honesty and integrity while using school technology. The rules of the classroom should also be carried out to the best of the student’s ability.  The students will be allowed one warning for unacceptable behavior.  If the behavior persists, detention will be enforced. The third option is a referral to the principal’s office.  Assignments are expected on the due date. Excused absences will be allowed to make up the homework in accordance with the school handbook.  

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

PARENTS AND STUDENTS,

PLEASE READ THE SYLLABUS AND DISCUSS ITEMS THAT WILL BE IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER.  BOTH PARTIES ARE TO SIGN BELOW AND RETURN BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 18, 2017.  THIS IS AN ASSIGNMENT AND WILL BE WORTH 10 POINTS.








THANK YOU

Parent

I, _____________________________________, have read and understand the syllabus.

Student

I, _______________________________________, have read and understand the syllabus.
